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lo their country's cause. Their cropg,
their cattle, iheir husbandary and their
furniture, have ali been plundered, and their
house and barns reduced to ashes. After
having kepi them in this loathsome jail by
hundreds since last fall, and after having
ruined them, and prevented them from

to their bomes to sow their farms,
the government delights in keeping them
in duress for the sakeof reducingthem to
beggary ! This eoo! and premeditated bar-bari- ty

is worse than ali the odious and

barbarous acls commilted till now by the
Brititib government.

A prisoner, (Mr. Boucher Belleville,)
desirous of rendering a service to the
cause of humanity, so much outraged by

Sir John Colborne, framed a petition io his

Excellency, in the r.ame and in the be-ha- lf

of the farmers who were detained
in this jail. I herewith give the tenor of
ibis petition.

i i

Va XV, Ilowao, Esquire, Civil Secretary
Sir, On the 8th of this month I hej

the honor to address to you a letter to--
getber with a petition to the Governor.
The signers ol this petition wish me to
enquire from you whether you have re- -

ceived my letter and the petition.

,
I have the honor lo be &c. Sic.

This letter aìso received no answer, from
which we concluded that il was a decided
pian with the government not io take any
nolice of the requisiuon ot theprisoners.We
were fully satisfied of the truth of our sus- -

picion when sometime alterwards we
earnt that Sir John, when cornplaints had
been made against the physician of the
ai!, badsaid: "Ifwelisten to their corn

plaints against the physician, they will al
terwards cornplain ot the SheritT, then of
thejailer, and the turnkeys, and there will
be no end to such eomplaints." It is the
Sheriff himself who very candidly reported
lo us these remarks of His Excellency.

i2nd May. I learn that the corpses of
two patriota, Joseph Delpe & Toussaint
.avallee, killed at the baule of St. Charles,

bave just been found under the ruinofa
house burnt by Wetherall after the battle
was over. In conformity to the Bishop's
Pastoral Letter, the priest ol the Parish ed

to bnry ihem in the burying ground.
This same abominable conduct tovvards

the remains of honorable men, has been
observed towards ali the other natriots
who died on the batile-fiel- d at St. Charles,
St. Eustache, or elsewhere. There are
)eople who laugh at this petty vengeance
of His Lordship, and see in this vile act
of the Bishop but another means of court- -

ing power. Many seem to bedisposed to
the power of the Bishop to

ironounce on the righi that a man who
ias left this unhappy and sinful world,

has ol expecting a happy life in the other;
and so might we, if we did not see
decisions absolutely in contradiction, the

"; "' Other frnm JilTarant rtmroh- -

men on the same lopics. 1 hey cite as an
example,the funeral service that the French
Bishops perform yearly, with the greatest
pomp, for the victims of the three days of
July 1330, and they add furthermore that
it vvas His Most Christian Majesty that
was dethroned by these men for whom the
Bishops now perform annual service. On

the contrary in Canada, ihey say, that if

the Canadians had it in their minds to de
throne any one, it was a heretic Queen.

To this last reasoning, I answer that it is

ol no weight with our holy Bishop who
is far from being a fanatic, and that he

cares not for the person who occupies the
throne provided it is alvvays an ahsolute
and despotic government. As pious
Christian as he is, he would willingly obey
a Mahomedan Princc, according to the
doctrines promulgateti in his infamous

Pautor al Letter. The great secret ofall
this is a mitre, a gilded throne and a velvet
cushion, A famous casuist of this city
says that the case of the French insurgenis
and that of the Canadian Rebels are not

exactly parallel, and the reason is very ob- -

vious; theformer have been successful, and
ve have failed; consequently they have
rights in beaven that we cannot have
from the great principle acknowledged in
ali the human society, and which they pre-ten- d

is also an abiding rute in the other
world " woe to the vanquished." At
least such is the reasoning ol the great the
ological Doctors, ihe Bishop of Montrea
and the Snperior of the Seminary of St
Sulpice. Such profound reasoning ought
to convince every one; 1 therefore submit
io it. But I have a question to ask to the
great casuist. What became of the
souls of those killed in July J830, Irom the
moment of tbeir dea;b lo the moment tbat
the tricolored flag was waving on the Ven

domecolumn, and to the time that Charles
X was obliged to leave Paris? .Let
theologìans discuss such questions whilot
we fight the baltles ofour country.

About the same ùme that a Christian
buriai was refused to the corpses of the nn

fortunate but brave patriots, a soldier who

was intoxicated, drowned himself at St,

Charles and was boried "in ite Calholic

pcrienced them. In eommiaeration for
those miserable and unfortunate men who
may after me inhabit these cells, I wish
that the Governor, Sheriff. Jailer and

urnkey ithould for a while inhabit them.
hose who shall bave the misfortune in

altertime to sbare my cruel fate, will un- -

doubtedly bave no more fancy than I have,
for the Attorney General and the present
Sheriff. As to Mr. Wand the iailer. I be- -

ieve him to be a very Immane man, and
that bis naturai kindness leads him loiof-te-n

the miseries he is forced by his office to
nfiict upon us.

Ve also learn this day (29th May) that
the long-expecte- d Governor General a,nj
ligi Commissione! Lord Durhatn ar- -

rived at Quebec, theday before yesterday.
Some of the friends ofour party in Eng- -
and have written to some of the refòrm- -

ers here that ali confìdence may be placed
in Lord Durham's mission, I ain not sa
prone to give my confìdence to an English,
Governor, sent here purposely to blind us
toour Colonial interests, a tu! to rule lor
the benefit of England and not at ali for
ours, cut it is argued in Lord DurhamV
favor, that he is ranked amongst the II adii
cala in England. AH that might be, but
in Canada he will be a tory; the poor
Canadians will not be better treated. and
tistice will be kept frojn them. He is

hailed by the Canadians as the Angel of
peace and the harbinger of better eventi
l'or our country; "before I shall believe any
thing, I must, like St. Thomas, tee and
feti. I do not believe in British justice to.
warcls the Canadas. Time will show.

Slh June. The patriot Generals, Tbel
er 8nd Southerland, Colonel Dodge and

seven others, made prisoners by the Brit
ish in the recent troubles in Upper Cana
da, nrrive at this jail from whejnce they
are to be sent to Quebec. They are alt
bound with very heavy and massive chains,
except the two Generala and the Colonel.
We need not ay that the rabbie of thia
city canea turut ....tnu, nave ni- -

su lied these generous and unfortunate
men; the loyalistsof Quebee will undoubt-edl- y

observe towards them the eame
mean and unmanly conduct. The prison
ers are al! American-citizen- s, and they are
taken to Quebec because it was feared
that they would be rescued from the Tor
ontojail by a coup de main. They had
only ten minutes notice, before leaving
this last city.

We were at first under the impressione

that they were ali condemned to be trans
ported, and we were lamenting to se
so many brave men banished to an other
hemisphere, but we very soon learnt that
Gen. Theller is the only one under sen.
tence of death and Gen. Sutherland under
that of banishment. The others have not
vet had their trials. We are as kind to
them aa our circumslances will allow, and
we feel glad to see that they are full of
courage and resigned to their fate.

2Sth June. Some day ago, Mr. Louis
Lussier, a Etate prisoner, having taken it
into hia head that he should feel happier
on American aoil than in thia Hotel of
Death, left here without bidding adieu to
any one of us, and most probably wilhia
lShours after this sudden ami unceremen-niou- s

leave, be was on the other side of
Lat. 45. The Sheriff and the Attorney
General, whom he had not thooght fìt to
let into the secret, seemed to bedissalisfìed
with his proceedings, for as soon aa they
were informed of it, they put their hound
on his track, but ali in vain. This elopes-nien- t

from jail increases the severity and
dose watebings of our guardiana, and
brings upon us increased privations. Tht
sentriea who are in the yard bave received
strict orders from tbeir officerà, not to let
us go wilhin 56 feet ofthe wall that encirr
e!es ihe jail yard, and not to allow mora
thn two togetber. A pelulant and iTipa,
dent little officer named Gore, showed hira.-se- ll

very active yesterday in arreating toma
of the friends of the prisoners who wera
endeavoring to have a peep at them fron
the Street & lo bow to them. Io the midsl
of ali these disgoating peraecutiont, w

had a moment of great hilarity. Jt j

not a netv proof that heaven is for the
Victors! Vhen a new insurrection takes
place in Canada, I hope that ihe Canadians
will bear this in niind.

23rtf May. I have already said that we
are not allowed to see our friends, nor
even our Attorneys, though we bave law-sui- ts

pending before the Court. Il is a

painful sighl to see mothers and wives tra- -

velling 50 or 60 miles for the mere gratifi-catio- n

of seeing their cbildren, or their
iiusbandp, through iron-grate- d Windows,
remaining oftentimes the wholedav around
ihe walls of the jail, and many a time
without the tlesired effect. In such con
duct nothing of a criminal cbaracter.I sup
pose, cah be found; nevertheless they are
forced to quii the ground from the harsh
treatment they rteeive; and this very day
they have confinedto jail twoof the friends
or one of the prisoners, because they haj
nodded to the-rebel- s from the Street
in passing by the jiil. Shall it ever be
known by what. authority ihese men' are
ncarceratwl? .The regulations of the jail

give us the righi of seeing our relations
and friends twire a week. Mr. L. M.
Viger and Mr. Peltier having summoned
the Sheriff to allow their friends to visit
them, Mr. De St. Ours look immediate
pains to have that pan of the regulations
recalled.

29i May. Another of those regula
tions gave leave lo the prisoners to go into
ihe yard of the jail. However on this
ay we are allowed for the first

time to inhale the free air, out ofour infec- -

ted cells, which favor was repeatedly beg.
ged from the Sheriff. The regulation does
not 6pecify how long ths prisoners can re-

mata in the yard, but Mr. De St. Ours
las ordered that it shall be from ten o'clock

A.M. till noon, and from two to four o'clock
P.M., t.c during the most excessive beat
ofthe day. He has also ordained that no

"jhan ten oolitical prisoners rn ntnjt
into the yard, as we number 150

state prisoners, it may be seen how long
each of us may enjoy this promenade, to
inspire fresh air at noon-da- y in a

place too where there is not a single tree
to shade us, Great numbersof the pri

soners have disdained to accept of ihis
gracious offer from the Sheriff.

Neveriheìess a little air and exercise
must be necessary to the prisoners, ns the
greatest number of them arelodged in cells
which differ from thedungeons only in their
ocation. A part of this jail haa been
built for a penitentiary, and the cells we
inhabit now, weradestirfed to solilary con
finement. The prisoners thus secluded,
would have been well secured, and their
health would not have been impaired, as

their work would have employed them
during the greater part of the day in the
work shops, which were lo be erected
in the yard of the jail, But the want ol
air and light, and the infection that cornea
from the privies, the inactivity to which
we are condemned, must in time destrov
the heallh of every prisoner who has been
confined in them for six months past.

Itis an atrocily worthy of the dark ages,
to keep shut tip in such places and under
such circumslances, people who are barely
accused, with those who were found guilty
ofthe most odious crimes. As long as
prisoner is only accutei of a crime, common
juslice requires that he should not be treat- -

ed as guiity until coovicted, and conse
quently no punishment can be infiicted on
him. Il a man is found guilty of an infrac
tion of the laws, let him be punished ac-

cording to the sentence pronounced againsl
him ; but for juslice and humanity's sake

if he is to be deprived of bis life, let it be

done Bpeedily, and not by tormenting him
most craelly and most unmercifully.wiih a
the agonies of a six months confinement in

a loathsome and filtby dungeon, whilst
few minute on the gibbet would answer the
purpose as well ss tbis long and painfu

torture. I can speak ofthe agonies ol
six months imprisonment from expeience
I would not condemn, if in my power, my
most mortai enemy to such brutal treat
jnent, There are pains io tbis world that

JOUltNAL
'OF A POLITICAI PRISON'EIt.

TrB!:ed for the Nortb Amencin. 1

(CO.fTIKCED.)

The 2rHh day of Aprii i a "terrible day
(ut ui. The canaU of the privies is fi lied

up, ami the filth U now overflowing the
warJs; the stench is excessive; we antici- -i

ite putrii fevers, in consequence of the

horriblf state in which we are. Wehave lo

j.ump our water in ibis terrible filili.

We Impe the proper authorities will use
a'Idilligence lo remedv such un accident.

tbthJlpriLM. J. B. Molieur or Hen-r- y

ville is brought tmhiajnil a prisonerj ac-cm- ed

of High Treaton. Ab some volun-tc- T

under tlie rommand of a man named

Foriti, were entering his house to moke
him a prisoner, he got out by a window
and vvas running towards tue woods, when
i ne of the volunteers named Burr, fired at
him, ansi bronjjht him to the ground. The
UH hiu! enterml the back of the shoulder

tirar the omoplate, and had come out near
t'ie Carolici Arlery. He was tnken
back ? hi house, and the volunteers were

invase enough to prevent hia friends from
him, ond to threaten wiih word

in haml, his frightened wife, who wished
to tttend upon him.

Ile is much ìndehteJ to Mr. MacGill-vrav'- n

humanity, who had the kindness to
eiitl for a Surgeon who dressed hia vvound,

by which means he revived a little before
U wancarried to jail. This humane con-

duci on the pirt of Mr. MacGillvray of-frml-ed

Mr. Forl.es very much, and of

Murse displeaed the tender-heart- ed Editor
tif ttv lierafd.

ZQlh Aprii The prisoners of the old

W are brought here and shut up with us.
Un their way to this place they were gree-t- nl

by some kind and brave Canadians,
who, in rpite of bayonets, feel yet sym-pai- by

fir tbeir fellow-countryme- n, who
mffer captivity for the common cause of
liberty. Ourjoyi inexpressible, yet me
Unclioly, at seeing our old friends. But we
fan bardly recognize them, so much are
they altered by the snfferings ol their long
captivity. Tears are shed by boti parties,
but stili our courage is undaunted, and our
animosi ty sgainst British alavery in stHl

the lame as ever. One of the new comers
i saio1 to have written the history of his
captivity. If we can judge by their miser- -

Me appearance, the recital of their suffer-in- gs

must certainly escile the eympathy
of the readers.

9A May. Messrs. Gouin and Chappe
delaine, both o( Sorci, are set at liberty,
after Uve months and a half imprison
ment. They are told by the Government
OlFicers that the affìjavits made againsl
them are of no imporlance. How many

thers, since December last, havebeen lib-rat- ed

because the Attorney General has
f iunJ that there wasno accusation against
thrtu! But probably they shall be able to

cover damages for false imprisonment,
iiom those who caused them to be arrested
Notatali: an act of the immaculate and
potless Council, shields the infortnert, and

itoundrtls who with the view of getting
M of a iirivate enerov or a comoetilor. or

of gaining a few dollars oflered by a tory
rugistrate, have sworn falsely against any

oae, patriot or no patriot.
Thus the corrupt ediets ol Colborne

were made subservient to the private in-

terest and personal enmity of our politicai
erjemies.

ÌOlk .May. The .courage with which
our eoropanions of misfortune bear their

ufferings, deserves the grealest praise.
Thia beroìe courage is more recnarkable

ith that class of prisoners who, deprived
f eduaation, have not the means of alle-viati- ng

the tormenta of their long captivity
b readicg; the farmers distioguish them- -

f.vei by their pitience and devotedness

To bis Excellency Sir John Colborne,
Le. &c.

May it please Your Excellency,
We the undersigned farmers, detaine; in

the common jail of this Districi. und?r
politicai accusations, take the liberty of

rating to Your Excellency:
That, of ali the politicai prisoners, the

farmers are those who suflered the most by

the unfortunate events by which this coun-

try has been afflicted, because, generally
speaking, they belong-in- to the poorer
class of society; therefore the burning and
plundering of their property is an injury,
more to be felt by them than by any other
class of society.

That your petitioners, have mostly a!l

been in jail for four months past, and some
of them a longer period; that besides the
pains to which their bodies have been sub- -

,ected, during such a long and rigorous
confinement, they have alio sufTered much
from pecuniary embarrassment, not being
able to attend to their business, and being
forced to pay witn tneir .

their victuais and clothes. -

That ali the politicai troubles being end- -

ed, nofears could be entertained from the

return of the prisoners to their homes.

That the time for sowing being near at

hand, a great number of farms will yield
no crops this year for want of persons to
work on them, unless we are allowed to

return; which will inevitably ruin most o(

your petitioners, and thereby injure the

community 8t large.

That these considerations, however im

portant they may be, seem to be of minor

consequence when we reflect upon the

dutv we owe to our a?ed parents, our

wives, and our unprotected, helpless chil

dren. They need our protection and our

support.

May it please Your Excellency lo ex

empt those to whom we owe life, as welj

as those who stand in the same relation to
us, Irom punishment for the politicai offen.

ces of their sons or their fathers, for we
feeJ that they ought not to suflTer for our
politicai errors. If we are detained here

they will be ihe greatest suflerers, although

or eufTerings are nearly insupportable.
That these considerations lead us, (and

we believe it our imperative duty) to beg

from Your Excellency ihat he might be

pleased to exercise, in our behalf the no.
blest attribute of a man of power, namely

thatof doing good to those over whom he

is placed, and to send us back to our fami- -

lies; who, although guillless, could not but

beexposed to the most extreme poverty
and wretchedness if we do not return in

season to sow enough & provide for them

for the coming year. Many families wil

be ihus indebted lo you for the means of
subsistence, and will praise your name

and who in their gratitude, which 6ha!

last as long as their lives, will not ceaae to

join your petitioners in iheir ardent prayers

for Your Excellency '8 welfare.
Montreal Jail, "ih Aprii, 1839.

This petition was never answered. On

the 15th Aprii the following letter was ed

to the Civil Secrelary by the gen-

tleman who had frameoVihe petition, but
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